Grade 3-5 ~ Opinion Writing Rubric

Students write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts,
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
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Command of
language,
including effective
and dynamic
word choice and
varied sentence
structure clearly
supports the
author's purpose.

v'uses exceptionally
precise language
and domain-specific
academic
vocabulary
appropriate for the
task and audience

v'varied and effective
sentence structure
with multiple
elaborative
techniques

expresses ideas with
a mix of precise and
general language
and domain-specific
academic
vocabulary
appropriate for the
task and audience
v'varied sentence
structure and
elaborative
techniques

domain-specific
academic
vocabulary may at
times be
inappropriate for
the task and
audience
v'uneven or
simplistic
sentence
structure with
weak elaborative
techniques

or domain-
specific
vocabulary with
little sense of
purpose for the
task and
audience
v'inconsistent or
confusing
sentence
structure with
limited or no
elaboration

Conventions

Don’t
FORGET!
~ A
IR

Conventions of
Standard English
for grammar,
usage, spelling,
capitalization, and
punctuation for
the grade level
are effective and
consistently used.

v few, if any errors in
usage and sentence
formation

v effective and
consistent use of
punctuation,
capitalization and
spelling

v'some errors in
usage and sentence
formation are hardly
noticeable and do
not interfere with
meaning

v'adequate use of
punctuation,
capitalization, and
spelling

v frequent errors in
usage are
noticeable and
may obscure
meaning

v'inconsistent use
of punctuation,
capitalization, and
spelling

v writing is
difficult to follow
and understand

v'lack of control
over conventions
and usage is
frequent and
severe
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