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Hello Cherokee Families~

Welcome Back & Happy 2020!  The New Year is always 

a time of excitement, renewal and hope.  It’s also a time 

to reflect on the past, set goals and plan for the future.  

Students began the new year discussing goals and 

resolutions and how these both help us live better lives.

All students begin Winter NWEA testing this month.  

Teachers  will inform families of specific testing dates.  

Please be sure to encourage your child to do his/her best

since we use this data to make instructional decisions.

As we kick-off the new year, our students are also 

revisiting schoolwide behavioral expectations to ensure we are all on the same 

page and know what is expected of themselves and one another.  

We invite your family to Practice Habit 2 & Begin with the End in Mind by 

creating and sharing your 2020 Family Plan.  The resources provided in this 

month’s packet are there to help your family with this process.  Please consider 

returning a copy of your 2020 Family Plan to your child’s classroom teacher by the 

end of January.  Together, we can Lead & Learn!

At Cherokee, our mission is to Inspire, Believe, Achieve and LEAD. Each and every

day, we encourage our leaders to work on the A-B-Cs of Success.  

• A=Academics (what they are learning)

• B=Behavior (what they are saying and doing)

• C=Culture (how they are making other people feel)

Information and resources to support and continue A-B-C learning at home can 

be found within this month’s packet.     

We wish you a successful 2020!  ☺ ~   Lynn Mair & Anthony Lewis

Leadership!
Events!

Learning!

WHAT’S INSIDE THE DIGITAL ISSUE:

• Spotlight on Leaders

• Celebrating 
Leadership & Success

• Kids Heart Challenge

• CVS School Board 
Appreciation Month

• No School – 1/20

• PTO Events 

• Progress Reports 1/24

~ Next PTO Meeting ~
Wed, Jan 15th @ 8:45am

~ Mom & Son Event ~ 
Sunday, Feb 9th 

Registration for this event 
can be found within this 

packet.

~ Family Skate Night ~
Wed., Jan 22nd

6-8 pm @ The New Rink

What to Know 
from Your PTO
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We choose to Inspire, 
Believe, Achieve and 

Lead to empower 
learners for a lifetime 

of success.
Cherokee … a GREAT 

place to be!

• Spotlight on Leaders & 
Success

• Notes from our Special 
Teachers

• Family At-home Activities 



Dream Big – Aim High – LEAD ON! 
Cherokee Elementary ~ 2019-2020  

 

Welcome Back! PTO Sit & Sob @ 8:45 9/3/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   9/3/19 
Silent Dismissal - Patriot Day 9/11/19 
Cub Scouts Info Meeting 9/13/19 
Art to Remember begins 9/16/19 
Scouting Meeting 9/17/19 
PTO Skate Night 9/18/19 
K to Westview Orchards 9/27/19 
Leadership PJ/Movie Celebration Day 9/27/19 
PTO Walk-a-Thon 10/4/19 
PTO Skate Night 10/9/19 
LifeTouch Fall Pictures 10/11/19 
Wildcat Pack #1 – Wear T-Shirt 10/11/19 
Fall Book Fair begins  10/21/19 
Collaborative Conferences 10/23/19 
Collaborative Conferences - Evening  10/24/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   10/24/19 
Leadership PJ/Movie Celebration Day 10/25/19 
PTO Trunk or Treat 10/25/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   10/25/19 
Red Ribbon Spirit Week begins 10/28/19 
Halloween Celebration 10/31/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   10/31/19 
No School 11/5/19 
Wildcat Pack #2 – Wear T-Shirt 11/8/19 
Silent Dismissal - Veterans' Day 11/11/19 
UMvsMSU Canned Food Drive Week 11/11/19 
K-5 to Little Mermaid @ CVS 11/12/19 
Giving Tree begins 11/15/19 
PTO Meeting @ 6:30 pm in the DEN 11/20/19 
LifeTouch Fall Retake 11/22/19 
Leadership PJ/Movie Celebration Day 11/22/19 
Summer Learning Celebration 11/25/19 
No School-Thanksgiving Break begins 11/27/19 
Santa Shop Week 12/2/19 
2nd Grade Concert – 2:30 & 6:30 pm 12/5/19 
Holiday Celebration 12/13/19 
Wildcat Pack #3 12/13/19 
PTO Holiday Event 12/13/19 
Leadership PJ/Movie Celebration Day 12/20/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   12/20/19 
Holiday Break begins 12/23/19 

 

 

School Resumes 1/6/20 
LifeTouch Team Pictures  1/10/20 
PTO Meeting @ 8:45 pm in the DEN 1/15/20 
Wildcat Pack #4 – Wear T-Shirt 1/17/20 
No School - MLK Day 1/20/20 
PTO Skate Night 1/22/20 
Leadership PJ & Movie Celebration Day 1/31/20 
Wildcat Pack #5 – Wear T-Shirt 2/7/20 
PTO Mom & Son Event 2/9/20 
"Sharpen the Saw" Spirit Week  2/10/20 
Kid's Heart Challenge Week 2/10/20 
Valentine's Day Celebration 2/14/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   2/14/20 
No School – Mid-Winter Break begins 2/17/20 

 
 
 
 
 

School Resumes 2/24/20 
PTO Pastries with Parents 2/26/20 
Leadership PJ/Movie Celebration Day 2/28/20 
Reading Month begins 3/1/20 
CMPL/CVS Literacy Night @ 6:30 3/5/20 
Wildcat Pack #6 – Wear T-Shirt 3/5/20 
LifeTouch Spring Pictures   3/6/20 
4th Grade Concert – 2:30 & 6:30  3/12/20 
Spring Book Fair begins 3/16/20 
Collaborative Conferences 3/18/20 
Collaborative Conferences - Evening 3/19/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   3/20/20 
PTO Skate Night 3/25/20 
Leadership PJ/Movie Celebration Day 3/27/20 
PTO Book Bingo 3/27/20 
Earth Month begins 4/1/20 
Wildcat Pack #7 – Wear T-Shirt 4/3/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   4/3/20 
No School - Spring Break begins 4/6/20 

 



School Resumes 4/13/20 
Fitness Night (TNT) 4/15/20 
Brainstormers Visits 4/17/20 
Earth Week/Spirit Week  4/20/20 
Earth Day  4/22/20 
PTO Meeting @ 6:30 pm in the DEN 4/22/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   4/23/20 
Schoolwide Beautification 4/24/20 
Leadership PJ/Movie Celebration Day 4/24/20 
PTO Daddy Daughter Dance 4/24/20 
Walking School Bus 5/1/20 
Wildcat Pack #8 – Wear T-Shirt 5/1/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   5/7/20 
Wildcat Pack #9 – Wear T-Shirt 5/15/20 
Kindergarten Kick-Off @ 6pm 5/12/20 
PTO Meeting @ 8:45 in the DEN 5/20/20 
Silent Dismissal - Memorial Day 5/22/20 
PTO Spring Fling 5/22/20 
No School 5/25/20 
PTO Skate Night 5/27/20 
Leadership PJ/Movie Celebration Day 5/29/20 
Celebrating Success Spirit Week 6/1/20 
Volunteer Appreciation & Fun Day 6/5/20 
LifeTouch 5th Grade Pictures 6/10/20 
Kindergarten Celebration 6/12/20 
Leadership Celebration Day 6/12/20 
Wildcat Pack #10 – Wear T-Shirt 6/12/20 
5th Grade Completion @ 9:00 6/15/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   6/15/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:37  6/16/20 

 

PTO Meetings in the DEN 
• 9/3 @ 8:45 am 
• 11/20 @ 6:30 pm 
• 1/15 @ 8:45 am 
• 4/22 @ 6:30 pm 
• 5/20@ 8:45 
 

Collaborative Conferences 
10/23 Evening Only 
10/24 Afternoon & Evening 
3/18 Evening Only 
3/19 Afternoon & Evening 

 

!/2 Day Release - No School 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   9/3/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   10/24/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   10/25/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   10/31/19 
No School - Elections 11/5/19 
No School - Thanksgiving Break 11/27/19 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   12/20/19 
No School - Holiday Break 12/23/19 
No School - MLK Day 1/20/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   2/14/20 
No School - MidWinter Break 2/17/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   3/20/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   4/3/20 
No School - Spring Break 4/6/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   4/23/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   5/7/20 
No School - Memorial Day 5/25/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:23   6/15/20 
1/2 Day @ 11:37  6/16/20 

 Music Program 
12/5 2nd Grade Concert @ 2:30 and 6:30 
3/12 4th Grade Concert @ 2:30 and 6:30 

 
LifeTouch Pictures 

10/11 Fall Picture Day 
11/22 Fall Picture Retake 
1/10 Team Picture Day 
3/6 Spring Picture Day 
6/10 5th Grade Completion Pictures 

 
Our Mission:  

 At Cherokee, we choose to Inspire, Believe, Achieve and LEAD 
to empower learners for a lifetime of success. 

Together, we make Cherokee a GREAT place to be! 



  
 
 
 

 

 
 2020 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 2 3 4 

   Happy New Year!    

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
  

 
Classes Resume 

 

  Kids’ Heart  
Challenge  
Assembly 

Lifetouch TEAM 
Pictures 

Wear Cherokee Gear 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
   PTO Meeting in the DEN 

@ 9AM 
Family Dining Night!  Wildcat Pack #4 

Wear Cherokee Gear 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 NO SCHOOL  

ML K Day 
WATCH DOGS visits  

begin at Cherokee 
Skate Night at 
The New Rink 

 

 End of Trimester 1 
Progress Reports 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
     Leadership Celebration 

PJ & Movie Day 
 

       
Mom/Son Event – Sunday, February 9th 

Registration Information in the January Packet 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

30 31 1 2 3 

6 7 8 9 10 

13 14 15 16 17 

20 21 22 23 24 

27 28 29 30 31 

Hot Dog on a whole 
grain bun 

Baked Beans 
Carrots & Ranch 
Frozen Grahams 

Elementary 
Monday Pizza 

BREAKFAST is served daily at 
all elementary schools. 

Check your school for times! 

Food Service: (586) 723-2110 
Central Kitchen:(586) 723-2109 

Student: $2.75 

Plus: $4.25 

(Additional Serving) 

Reduced: $0.40 

Milk: $0.60 

If you have a food allergy please be aware that CVS prepares food that may 
contain or have come into contact with peanuts, nuts or other possible allergens. 

Cherokee 
Clinton Valley 

Erie  
Ottawa 

Shawnee  
Sequoyah 

Pizza Day! 
Baby Carrots  

Ranch 

Whole Grain Breaded 
Chicken Nuggets 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Corn 

BBQ Sauce/ Ketchup 

Whole Corn  
Chips & Cheese 
Refried Beans 

Salsa 

Walking Taco– 
Seasoned beef, 

chips, cheese, salsa 
Refried Beans 

Apple Cinnamon 
Whole Grain  
French Toast 
String Cheese 

Fruitables Juice 

 

Available Daily: 
 

Must Pre-Order 

Turkey Salad w/            
Roll & Goldfish Crackers 

Chicken Popper Salad      
w/ Dinner Roll 

Chicken Caesar Salad w/ 
Roll & Goldfish Crackers 

Turkey & Cheese Stackers 

Sandwiches: 

Turkey & Cheese 

Ham & Cheese 

PB&J Uncrustable w/ 
String Cheese & Goldfish 

 

Includes: 

Fruit and/or  

Vegetable & Milk 

Whole Grain Breaded 
Chicken Nuggets 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Corn 

BBQ Sauce/ Ketchup 

Tasty Taco 
Whole wheat tortilla  
w/ cheese, lettuce  

& salsa 
Refried Beans 

Macaroni & Cheese 
Steamed Broccoli 

Carnival Cookie 

Pizza Day! 
Baby Carrots  

Ranch 

Whole Grain Breaded 
Chicken Nuggets 

Tater Tots 
Celery Sticks w/ Ranch 
BBQ Sauce/ Ketchup 

Mini Confetti  
Pancakes 

String Cheese 
Fruitables Juice  

Pasta & Meatballs 
Spinach/Romaine 

Dinner Roll w/ Margarine 

Cinnamon Pancakes 
Trix Yogurt 

Fruitables Juice  

Super Turkey Sub 
Spinach/Romaine 
WG Cheez-Its 

Whole Grain Super 
Soft Pretzel 

 Cheese Sauce 
Spinach/Romaine 

Free & Reduced Students 

You may also choose from 

the Daily Offerings! 

Bosco Sticks 
Marinara Dip Sauce 

Green Beans 

Pizza Day! 
Baby Carrots  

Ranch 

Whole Grain Breaded 
Chicken Nuggets 

Tater Tots 
Celery Sticks w/ Ranch 
BBQ Sauce/ Ketchup 



2 0 2 0 - 2 1  S c h o o l  Ye a r  

Kindergarten Registration packets are now available online!  Registration begins Feb. 3rd!  

• Visit:  https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/for-parents/kindergarten/

• Children must be 5 years old by September 1st to register for kindergarten.

• Please fill out the packet online and print it off to bring into school.  If you are not able to 
get the packets online, copies are available in our School Office.  

• When you have filled out the enrollment packet and have all the necessary documentation, 
packets can be returned during normal school days between 9 – 11am and 1 – 3 pm.  
Please call our office at 586-723-4800 to set up an appointment.  We will also be accepting 
registrations on the evenings of March 18th and 19th during Collaborative Conferences.

• In order to expedite your actual time spent in the office, please be sure you have all the 
necessary information when you come in.  If packets are not complete or you do not have 
all the documentation required, we will not be able to accept your registration.

• Necessary Documentation:  

• Registration Packet 

• Original birth certificate 

• Proof of residency – 2 current utility bills (gas, electric, telephone) 
with the name and address or signed closing/settlement papers 
or signed lease agreement 

• Current immunization records  

• Vision and hearing screening

If you have an incoming Kindergartener or know someone who does, please 

call the school office to get your child added to our kindergarten classes!

https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/for-parents/kindergarten/


Leading the Way Together!

Leader In Me

JANUARY IS BOARD APPRECIATION MONTH!  

The Cherokee Family wishes the CV School Board “Happy School Board Appreciation Month!”  
Thank you for supporting our school & helping to make Cherokee (and CVS!) a GREAT place to be!

Ellizabeth Pyden ~ President  ~ Denise Aquino~ Vice President  ~ Laura Cardamone ~ Secretary 
Jill DeMuynck Zech ~Treasurer ~ George Sobah ~ Frank Bednard ~ Andrew Patzert ~ Trustees

Cherokee Elementary is excited to partner with Kennedy Clippers 
& the American Veterans to Reduce, Reuse & Recycle.  Visit the 
donation station in Cherokee’s parking lot.  Clean out your closets, 
toy boxes, garage, attics and help raise funds for Cherokee at the 
same time.  Used clothes, toys, books, small 
electronics are accepted.  

For furniture or large donations, please call 
833-384-8590 to schedule an at-home pickup.  
A tax receipt will be given for your at-home 
pick-up/donation.  

O u r  N e w D o n a t i o n S t a t i o n



Supporting Our Students
At-Home Resources

In order to support your child’s 

learning & success, CVS and Cherokee 

have provided resources for families to 

use at home:

Bridges Math:

• Links to online information can be 

found by visiting: 

http://tinyurl.com/CherokeeMathInfo

RAZ Kids  

• Login information was distributed to 

students in October.  Be sure to 

use these resources to support 

learning at home.  

Leader In Me

M-STEP RESULTS

Cherokee’s School Improvement Plan – Spotlights Student Growth and Success!
Our School Improvement Goals for the 2019-20 School Year:  

• All students at Cherokee will improve in applying mathematical practices across the curriculum.

• All students at Cherokee will improve in reading and writing across the curriculum

• All students at Cherokee will utilize Leader in Me habits to achieve school-wide, classroom and 

personal goals.  

To help reach our goals again this year, our staff will incorporate the following research-based 
instructional strategies across the curriculum:

• Cooperative Learning Skills
• Thinking Map 
• Close & Critical Reading Strategies
• 7 Habits of Highly Successful People (The Leader in Me)

Click on 
image to 

access site:

Paws Policies & Procedures

Cherokee’s Policies & Procedures are in place to 
keep our students safe.  Click on the image 

above to access current policies & procedures.

http://tinyurl.com/CherokeeMathInfo
http://www.goal-setting-motivation.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Dreams-Passion-Purpose-All-Start-with-Goal-Setting.png
https://www.kidsa-z.com/
https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/downloads/cherokee/paws_policies_and_procedures.pdf


Winter weather is upon us!  Students need to remember to dress for the 
weather and be prepared to head outdoors even in the winter months.  It is 
our policy that students will head outdoors for recess unless the temperature 
or wind chill is below 20 degrees.  We try to provide outdoor recess whenever 
the weather permits, so please, help you child be prepared!     

Grade levels may have a specific 
policy that they have shared with you 
as well with regards to recess/brain 
breaks scheduled outdoors.   

If there is a medical reason that your 
child is unable to go outdoors, please 
present a doctor’s note to the office 
so that we can accommodate your 
child’s medical needs.  Children without a 
medical note can expect to head outside. 

Weather Reminders

Please remind your 

students to dress 

for the weather & 

stay out of the 

mud ☺



Happy New Year from the Cherokee Media Center!  

As you begin to plan your celebrations for 2020, 
remember the birthday book program at Cherokee 
is still available.  This program not only helps to 
maintain current books in our school library, but will 
act as a lasting reminder that your child attended 
Cherokee Elementary and will allow other students 
to enjoy their book for many years to come. 

A birthday book is a book purchased by a student’s 
family in celebration of their birthday. This book will 
remain in the school library with their name and 
picture honoring their special day.

During the month of your child’s birthday, he/she 
visits the Media Center where a selection of 
“Birthday Books” are available for them to choose 
from. For those students that will be celebrating 
their birthday during the summer, they will have an 
opportunity to come down during the school year 
so that they can participate as well. A label 
including their name, picture, birthdate and school 
year is placed inside the front cover of their 
birthday book. The birthday child will be the first 
person to have the opportunity to check out their 
very special book. Once your child returns the 
book, it is placed on the shelves for other students 
to check out. 

~ Mrs. Jaster

Memo from the Media Center

Leader In Me

M-STEP RESULTS ~ Cherokee’s Birthday Book Club ~
Yes, we want our child to be part of the PTO Birthday Book Club! 
We have enclosed a $12 check make payable to Cherokee PTO for each child:

Student Name:  ______________________  Birth Date:  ____________  Teacher:  _______________

Student Name:  ______________________  Birth Date:  ____________  Teacher:  _______________

Student Name:  ______________________  Birth Date:  ____________  Teacher:  _______________



Special Spot From your 
Specials 
Teachers

A Musical Note

GOAL!
We’re about to score with the 

4th Grade Music Concert 

Coming Soon!  

Thursday, March 12th

@ 6:30 pm

What a great way to kick-off the New Year!  Some of our Cherokee students will be 
performing at the board meeting on January 27th at 6:30pm in honor of Board 
Appreciation Month. Fifth grader Aiken Roberts will start the board meeting off with 
The National Anthem. After that, a group of second graders will be performing. 

All 4th grade students are preparing for their music program, GOAL! Which will be 
presented on Thursday, March 12th. Please mark your calendars for the event, as it is 
part of the music grade for fourth grade students. 

5th grade students should be bringing their recorders every week to music class. 

All students are studying notes, rests and rhythms. Students will be engaged in fun 
activities such as drawing notes/rests, creating a Tree Map for notes/rests, Rhythm 
Pie, Four Corners and Busted! Students will also have the opportunity to create and 
perform their own rhythm patterns. 

~ Gina Hunter, Music Director



Special Spot 
Physical 

Education

Click here to 
donate online

Hello Cherokee Families & Happy New Year!

In January we will be playing some net games including 

badminton, volleyball and tennis! These are all great lifelong games 

that students can really pick up and start to enjoy. Even some 

opportunities to play in middle school and high school!

We are also kicking off our Kids Heart Challenge to help support the 

American Heart Association! Your student will be bringing home a 

packet with all of the information next week. Our goal as a school is 

to raise $12,750 and I’m excited to be a partner to help these kids 

reach that goal! To sign up online simply go to 

www2.heart.org/goto/Cherokee

As a school, if we can get 50% of our entire school to simply register 

online or through the app, we will receive a $500 certificate to 

purchase new equipment for the gym!  If you have any questions, 

please call or email!

Dan Walkenhorst

https://www2.heart.org/site/TR?company_id=236958&fr_id=4818&pg=company
https://www2.heart.org/site/TR?company_id=236958&fr_id=4818&pg=company
www2.heart.org/goto/cherokee


Special Spot 

Art



Special Spot 
Welcome Back and Happy New Year! It is so nice to see all the 
smiling faces and hear the stories from the children about their 
break. In January, our focus is engineering towers.  The students 
will be building towers with various materials and measuring them 
to compare heights. 

Stay Warm, 
Mrs. Krisciunas

January STEM Challenge
(Optional)

Create a tall free-standing 

tower using any materials. 

Send in a picture with the 

height of the tower.

Super Coders Club

Erin Moorer (Course E & F)

Jayden O’Neil

Valentina Walsh

Congratulations AWESOME coders!! 😊



What to Know from Your PTO

How Can I Help!

There is NO additional cost to you, just a little bit of computer time.                                        

All you have to do is register your Kroger Plus Card:

• http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com

• Sign In or Create an Account

• Link your Kroger Plus Card to your online account using your Kroger Card #, or 

Alternate ID (such as the phone number associated with account)

• View your Account Summary to select Community Rewards

• Under “Find your Organization,” search for Cherokee Elementary or enter our 

NPO number #HI588

• Click to select Cherokee Elementary from the list and click Confirm

• Verify you are enrolled correctly, see your organization’s name on the right side of 

your information page (Computer version, not necessarily Mobile version).

If you do not have a Kroger Plus card, you can stop by any Kroger location and pick one 
up from the customer service desk. It take a couple of days to fully attach your card with 
the school.  Watch the bottom of your receipt for it to indicate Cherokee Elementary!

Cherokee Elementary & Kroger Community Rewards Program

This is an exciting opportunity for our families to help earn additional funds for Cherokee just 

by shopping.  Each purchase from Kroger can earn our school 1% with a minimum of $25 

each quarter and a maximum of $50,000!!!  Think of the potential!

PTO Meeting ~ January 15th at 9:00 am.
Mom & Son Event ~ February 9th.

Collect → Clip → Submit → Repeat!
Keep Collecting!

Clip this slip & attach to a baggie or envelope w/box tops 

• Student Name: ____________________________________________

• Teacher/Grade: ____________________________________________

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/










Watch D.O.G.S @ Cherokee
Over 50 dads joined us for our Watch 

D.O.G.S kick-off in December! 

We are looking forward to having our 

fathers & father-figures join us at school at 

the end of January. 

For more information on Watch DOGS, visit: 

WatchDogs Website or read the info page 

in this month’s packet! 

We encourage "dads" to sign-up online by 

visiting: WatchDogs Sign-Up

Together, we make Cherokee a GREAT place to be!

https://dadsofgreatstudents.com/default/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b084aafa72ea57-watch1


  
 
 

 
 
WATCH D.O.G.S.

 ®
 (Dads Of Great Students) is a family and community engagement educational initiative. There are 

2 primary goals of the WATCH D.O.G.S.
 ® 
program. 

 
1) To provide positive male role models for the students, demonstrating by their presence that education is 
important. 

 2) To provide extra sets of eyes and ears to enhance school security and reduce bullying. 
 

WATCH D.O.G.S.
®
 began in 1998 in a single school in Springdale, Arkansas and has since grown into a nationally 

recognized program that has brought hundreds of thousands of fathers and father figures into the school classrooms 
and hallways across the country, creating millions of hours of “in school” volunteer time and having a tremendously 
positive impact on the educational process. 
 

PPrrooggrraamm  BBeenneeffiittss  

• Students gain positive male role models.    

• Schools gain an extra set of eyes and ears.  The presence of a father or father figure will provide an additional 
deterrent to bullying, enhance a sense of security in the building, and will help to create an environment 
conducive to learning. 

• Fathers get a glimpse of their students’ everyday world and learn about the increasingly complex challenges 
and decisions today’s youth are facing.  As a result, they can learn to relate better to their student and 
hopefully connect with them. 

• Fathers gain a greater awareness of the positive impact they can have on their student’s life in three critical 
areas including: academic performance, self-esteem, social behavior. 

• Due to budget shortfalls and cutbacks, often teachers are presented with larger classrooms each year.  The 
WatchDOGS volunteers provide real and important help for the teachers and the students.  

  

WWhhoo  aarree  WWaattcchhDDOOGGSS  ((DDaaddss  OOff  GGrreeaatt  SSttuuddeennttss))??  
WatchDOGS are fathers, grandfathers, uncles, and other father-figures who volunteer for at least one day each year at 
an official WATCH D.O.G.S.

 ®
 school. During the day, WatchDOGS may read and work on flash cards with students, 

play at recess, eat lunch with students, watch the school entrances and hallways, assist with traffic flow and any other 
assigned activities where they actively engage with not only their own students, but other students as well. Many 
school principals have reported that the mere presence of a WatchDOG dramatically reduces reports of bullying. On 
the day of their participation, WatchDOGS are given a brief review of their involvement and they wear an official 
WATCH D.O.G.S.

 ®
 t-shirt with a disposable ‘Dog Tag’ identifying them as WatchDOGS. 

  

PPrrooggrraamm  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  
The WATCH D.O.G.S.

®
 program has been recognized by the United States Department of Education and the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services and has been involved in the U.S. Department of Education’s P.F.I.E. 
(Partnership For Family Involvement In Education) and the Department’s Safe School Summit.  The WATCH 
D.O.G.S.

® 
program is a founding member of National PTA’s M.O.R.E. Alliance (Men Organized to Raise Engagement). 

The WATCH D.O.G.S.
 ®
 program was featured on ABC World News Tonight with Charlie Gibson in their “Spirit of 

America” segment on November 17, 2008, on NBC’s Nightly News with Brian Williams on September 12, 2012 and on 
NBC’s Today Show which aired February 11, 2013. Also, the program has been recognized on the floor of Congress 
as a program that “can be a great tool in our efforts to prevent school violence and improve student performance 
because it can increase parental initiative and involvement in their children’s education.”  (Congressional Record, 
February 7, 2000 page S392) WATCH D.O.G.S.

 ® 
has been endorsed by the President’s Advisory Council and 

included in the March 2010 report to the President. In June 2011, US Department of Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
visited a local WATCH D.O.G.S.

 ®  
program in the DC area to encourage fathers and father figures to become more 

active in the educational system and to get a firsthand glimpse of the program. 
 
 

For more information, visit our website at dadsofgreatstudents.com, email info@dadsofgreatstudents.com 
or call us at 1-888-540-DOGS(3647) to speak with a Program Developer. 



Celebrat ing Leadership
Cherokee Leaders were honored for living the 7 Habits & displaying 

extraordinary leadership for the month of December.

Abby Cabe
Adam Cunninngham
Aiken Roberts
Alana Jansen
Alexander Knoth
Aliyah Lane
Allen Vandenheede
Andre Dimkoski
Arabella Olteanu
Arthur Dunham 
Brayden Lindamood
Brendan Cabe
Brian Clark
Cashton Gibson
Cayden Moore
Christopher Cunningham
Declan Burr
Delaney Wargal
Delilah Bossert
Ellie Trenum
Emily Hinz
Emma Cabe
Ethan Hawk
Gianna Sowter
Grant Griffin

Jacob Allous
Jacob Merciez
Jamara Szcepkowski
Khloe Edwards
Llana Suante
Londen Marshell
Luca Savich
Madeline Murphy
Madison Nouhan
Malia Davis
Maxton Zabel
Melissa Candic
Milla Samona
Molly Naylor
Natalie Hand
Nathan Fornatoro
Robbie Paterson
Roman Simmons
Rowan Anderson
Samantha Kopchick
Sawyer Antkiewicz
Sophia Vygnanski
Stevina Perkins 
Ximena Amador



Leaders  in  Act ion!
Holiday Fun

Band & Choir Annual 
holiday Visit

Wyandot Middle
School 



Leaders in Action!  
December Wildcat Pack ~ the gift of Kindness

Students synergized 
during December’s 

Wildcat Pack to think of 
ways of lighting our 
world with kindness.

Students decorated
Cherokee’s halls with 

ideas and suggestions of 
ways we can make our 
world a better place by 

taking care of each other.



https://www2.heart.org/site/TR;jsessionid=00000000.app318a?company_id=236958&fr_id=4818&pg=company&NONCE_TOKEN=6C78CB5E21B896352CCB1E20DBFAECC9


Family  Dining Night!



Cherokee PTO Presents

Mom Son Day
Sunday, February 9, 2020

1:00pm – 3:00pm

Urban Air Adventure Park

12050 Hall Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48313

Attending Adult: _________________________________________

Student Name(s):________________________________________

Teacher(s):_________________________Grade(s): ____________

Mom/Son $60_________ Additional Son(s) $30_____Total________

Registration Includes:

Pizza, Drinks, Desserts

Ultimate Attractions Party Package

Activities not included in the Ultimate Attractions Package are 
available for an additional charge. 

Children must meet height requirements for certain activities. 
Waiver must be signed online or in person to participate.

See Urban Air Website for Details:
https://www.urbanairtrampolinepark.com/
Registration Deadline – February 3, 2020

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please complete by 2/03/20 and return in at envelope marked “Cherokee PTO Mom Son Day.”

Please make checks payable to “Cherokee PTO” or pay online at: 

https://tinyurl.com/CherokeePTOPayments. NO CASH   

https://www.urbanairtrampolinepark.com/
https://tinyurl.com/CherokeePTOPayments


Cherokee Elementary PTO 

50625 Van Dyke Avenue ~ Shelby Twp., MI 48317  ~ www.thenewrink.com 

Wednesday, 1-22
  6 pm – 8 pm  

$7 admission 
$2 Skate/blade rental 

Food & Drink available 

for purchase 

http://www.thenewrink.com/




Sponsored by the Chippewa Valley Coalition for Youth and Families and
Dakota and Chippewa Valley High School Student Assistance Programs

Register on-line by clicking on this link https://tinyurl.com/GirlsMakingAwesomeDecisions or typing it into your browser.
Use “Guest Check Out”

Or 
Register via mail: Print, clip o� and mail registration to

Chippewa Valley Schools, 19120 Cass Avenue, Clinton Township MI 48038, Attn: Coalition/GMAD
Registration Fee is $5 per person (girls and parents/other adults)

Make Checks Payable to the Chippewa Valley Coalition for Youth and Families  |  Register by 1/17/2020

Please Print:
Parent/Adult Attendee Name(s)____________________________________________________________________________
 
Email Address_______________________________________________________ Daytime Phone Number_______________
 
Girl Attendee Name_____________________________________________________ Grade____ School_________________
 
Girl Attendee Name_____________________________________________________ Grade____ School_________________

Register On-line or Via Mail

FRIDAY  |   JANUARY 24TH   |  2020

Friday January 24th, 2020 6:00 - 9:00 PM
DAKOTA 9th GRADE CENTER

21055 21 Mile Road - Macomb, MI  48044

Empowering Our Girls in the 21st Century

Registration fee $5 per person (girls & parents/other adults)

Register by January 17, 2020 • NO WALK IN REGISTRATIONS

Workshops for Girls in 4th - 8th Grade:

And Much More!!!!
•  Cool Careers Panel
•  Zumba

Enter through WEST ATHLETIC DOORS

Questions??? Call 586-723-2280

Pizza served from 6 – 6:30pm  |  Program starts promptly at 6:30pm

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS: TEEN PANEL ON CURRENT ISSUES
WORKSHOP: PARENTING TO EMPOWER OUR GIRLS

GIRLS MAKIN G AWESOME DECISIONS

(G-MAD)

ALL NEW
FOR 2020

•  Yoga
•  Self Esteem

•  Teen Chat

REGISTRATION
IS LIMITED SO

REGISTER EARLY!
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